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north and west sides of the hill is strewn with broken pottery
and fragments of brick for a considerable distance, showing
that the town must once have extended in both of those
directions. But the whole circuit of these remains did not
appear to be more than 1| or IJ miles, or about one-half of
Hwen Thsang's measurement.
The Brahmanical accounts of Sakala have been
collected from the MaMbharata by Professor Lassen in his
'Pentapotamia Indica/1 According to that poem, Sakala,
the capital of the Madras, who are also called Jartikas and
Bahikas, was situated on the Apagd rivulet to the west of the
Irdvati, or Ravi river. It was approached from the east
side by pleasant paths through the Pilu forest,
"Sami-^ife Kariranam vaneshu sukhavartmasu/'
which Professor L'assen translates "per amcenas sylvamm
tramites ambulant es." But the Pilut or Salvador a Persica,
is the commonest wood in this part of the Panjab, and is
specially abundant in the Rechna Doab. In these "Pleasant
paths" of the Pilu forest, the traveller was unfortunately
liable to be despoiled of his clothes by robbers. This descrip-
tion by the author of the Mahibharata was fully verified by
Hwen Thsang in A, D. 630, and again by myself in 1863. On
leaving S&kala, the Chinese pilgrim travelled eastward into
a forest of PoJo-sht trees, where his party encountered fifty
brigands, who robbed them of their clothes.2 In November,
1863,1 approached S&kals. from the east through a continuous
wood of Pilu trees, and pitched my tent at the foot of the
hill. During the night the tent was three times approached
by parties of robbers who were detected by the vigilance of
my watch dog. M. Julien has properly rendered Hwen
Thsang Po-lo-she by. Paldsa, the BuUa frondosa, or Dh&k tree;
but as the forest consisted of Pilu trees, both before and
after the time of Hwen Thsang, I would suggest the propriety
1.   Pentapot Ind,, pp. 73, 74.
2.   'Hiouen Thsang/ i. 97.